EUROPEAN WALKING HOLIDAYS
2018

ENGLAND – THE COTSWOLDS
8-days/ 7-nights self-guided inn-to-inn walking holiday in Shakespeare country in the English Midlands

This is one of our more popular holidays for those looking for a gentle introduction to walking in the rolling rural
landscape of the English countryside. The lush green Cotswolds are hilly or undulating – a ‘wold’ being a gentle
hillside – the highest point being little more than 300-metres above sea level.
Officially designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the Cotswold landscape is an entrancing
mixture of parkland, cultivated farmland with dry-stone walls of golden limestone, and patches of unspoilt
woodland. These dry-stone walls are everywhere with many built in the 18th and 19th Centuries, taking some
considerable skill with no mortar to hold the walls together. They represent an important historical landscape and
a major conservation feature – and are of course still used today by farmers to enclose sheep and cattle.
Also stone-built in mostly matching stone are almost all the cottages, farmhouses, villages, and small towns that
our route passes. Not all villages are well known, and today many such as Painswick, Biddestone, Winchcombe
or Woodstock still hold their many secrets and unspoilt historic churches – open almost any church door and
discover a hidden world of history. The larger market towns and villages of the Cotswolds such as Stow-on-theWold are major tourism centres with thriving shopping areas, restaurants and cafes.
Much of this route – from Shakespeare’s Stratford-upon-Avon to Winchcombe – follows the famed Cotswold
Way, a popular Long Distance Path claimed to be the best waymarked in all of England.
Departs:

Daily from early April to early October.

Cost from:

$1445 per person twin share (extra charge for Fri/Sat stay at Mickleton, please ask for details).
Single supplement on request

Starts:

Stratford-upon-Avon

Ends:

Winchcombe

Included:
Bed & Breakfast accommodation with private (mostly en-suite) bathroom facilities. Luggage
transfers each day as shown (one piece per person, max weight 20kg), route notes and map (one set per room).
Grading: We grade this walk as ‘Easy’ in relation our other UK walking tours, the route is hilly, but not
mountainous, the weather is rarely too bad for walking, and there are generally quite a number of villages
enroute. Days of up to 12.5 miles (20km) are not too long for most reasonably fit people. Trails are footpaths
(generally waymarked) and parts of the Cotswolds Way (generally well waymarked). However an ability to use
maps is important to trace the route on the ground as it crosses fields and woodlands (a compass is also useful
to have as well). Features on this tour are plenty of traditional stiles (little ladders) to climb over farm fences.

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details and reservations

Getting to the Start: By train from London (Marylebone or Euston stations) to Stratford upon Avon, via Oxford,
Reading or Birmingham.
Suggested Itinerary:
Day 1 Arrive in Stratford: Make your way to your accommodation in Stratford-upon-Avon. Please aim to arrive
around mid-afternoon. Our usual hotel in Stratford upon Avon is a very welcoming guesthouse, which is located
close to the town centre and just a 5-minute walk from the train station. The Royal Shakespeare Company is
often performing here – plan well in advance to book tickets for a performance.
Day 2 Stratford to Mickleton
Walking distance @ 12 miles / 19km, 5½ hours
We suggest you stop off at Hidcote Gardens en-route – not open every day but highly recommended. Your
accommodation tonight is conveniently situated in the village of Mickleton. This elegant house, built in the
Georgian period benefits from large airy rooms that are all ensuite. Please note a supplement may be payable if
your stay here is over a Friday or Saturday night.
Day 3 Mickleton to Broadway
Walking distance @ 9 miles / 19km, 4 hours
Via Chipping Campden Fish Hill and Broadway Tower. There are lots of antique shops, cafes and restaurants in
the popular market town of Broadway. Our accommodation this evening is only minutes from the centre of town.
This 4-star guesthouse offers a warm welcome and all rooms are ensuite. Please note there may be a minimum
2 night stay in Broadway over a weekend, so you may want to keep this in mind when choosing a starting date.
Day 4 Broadway to Blockley
Walking distance @ 12 miles / 19km, 6 hours
Pass through Buckland, Laverton, Stanton and Snowshill. Blockley is noted for its former silk mills and narrow
streets lined with traditional golden stone-built cottages. Stay in a small B&B, which provides comfortable ensuite
facilities tonight. The B&B is in a quiet location on the edge of the village away from the main roads.
Day 5 Blockley to Bourton on the Water
Walking distance @ 14 miles / 22km, 7 hours
Walk through some of the prettiest villages of the Cotswolds today: Batsford, Stow on the Wold and Lower
Slaughter. Bourton is known for its footbridges over the river Evenlode and for the scale model of the village.
Your hotel tonight is family run and they take great pride in providing all guests with a warm welcome on arrival
and every care is then taken to assure a comfortable and pleasant stay.
Day 6 Bourton to Guiting Power
Walking distance @ 9 miles / 14km, 4 hours
A tiny gem of a place tucked in the hills. Our accommodation for tonight is situated in a small and isolated typical
Cotswold village that has allowed time to pass it by. Our accommodation, formerly an inn, is now an attractive
guesthouse in a picture postcard setting, offers every comfort and a particularly welcoming atmosphere.
Day 7 Guiting to Winchcombe
Walking distance @ 12.5 miles / 20km, 6 hours
Walk via the ruins of Hailes Abbey and Sudeley Castle, still inhabited, where Henry VIII’s last wife Katherine Parr
lived. Winchcombe is a delightful town nestled in a deep valley. We use a variety of guesthouses in the busy
village of Winchcombe but our first choice is a 15th Century merchant’s house, with an award-winning restaurant.
Day 8 Depart from Winchcombe
Tour ends after breakfast. Take a local bus or taxi to nearby Cheltenham from where there are rail services to
Birmingham, Bristol and onwards to London.
Suggested accommodation: Where the standard hotel is not available, we book accommodation of the same
standard as the usual where possible (sometimes with a supplement) and you will be informed at the time of
booking. UK Bank Holiday weekends can affect accommodation availability. For travel in the popular months of
May and June book early to avoid disappointment.
Luggage transfers: Tour includes transfer of 1 bag per person up to 20kg. Charges apply for extra bags or
overweight luggage. Porter service is not included so you will usually need to bring your luggage to your room.
Other walking holidays, guided in small groups or self-guided with inn-to-inn luggage transfers and meals, are
available in many parts of the UK and Europe through Outdoor Travel including the spectacular English Coast
to Coast trail, the West Highland Way in Scotland, the Way of St James or Camino de Santiago from Le Puy
in France to Santiago de Compostela in Spain or the Via Francigena, the pilgrim’s ‘road to Rome’ in Italy.
Contact Outdoor Travel for more itinerary details and reservations:





Call toll free on 1800 331 582 or (03) 57551743 or Fax (03) 57501020
Email: info@outdoortravel.com.au
Web: http://www.outdoortravel.com.au
Mail: Outdoor Travel Pty Ltd, PO Box 286, Bright, VIC 3741, Australia

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details and reservations

