FRANCE - CYCLING IN PARIS
PARIS – CITY TOURS, THE PALACE OF VERSAILLES OR MONET’S GARDEN
Daily half & full day tours from central Paris

There is no better way to see Paris, the city by day or by night and the famous sites, palaces or gardens than by
bicycle. Guided cycling tours may it amazingly easy to get around – despite the traffic – using cycleways, shared
footpaths, surprising park trails and quiet backroads. Getting around with a knowledgeable and experience tour
guide will show you how bicycle friendly this city is and how tolerant other road users are to cyclist, especially
groups of cyclists.
We offer full day tours to two of the most sort-after destinations near Paris; the magnificent Palace of Versailles
and spectacular Monet’s Garden at Giverny. We also offer half-day cycle tours - starting from near the Eiffel
Tower - and including areas such as the Louvre, Notre Dame Cathedral and the banks of the Seine.
We provide 3-speed "cruiser" style bikes in a wide range of sizes - essentially a hybrid between a road and
mountain bike. The bikes are new at the beginning of each season and are the pinnacles of city-biking comfort
with cushy seats, fat tyres and handlebars that come up to meet you, it just doesn't get more relaxed.

THE CHATEAU OF VERSAILLES, THE GARDENS & HISTORIC VILLAGE
Duration:

@ 8-hours

Distance:

@ 17km

Located some 20-km southwest of Paris, this was originally the royal hunting lodge of King Louis XIV, The Sun
King. He moved his court to Versailles in 1682 and it became the seat of the French government and the royal
family until 1789 when Revolutionaries forced them to return to Paris.
Meeting in central Paris we ride to the nearby RER station for a quick train trip to the village of Versailles. Here
we'll visit a very traditional market to buy baguettes, cheese, ham, wine or whatever you desire for our picnic
later in the Chateau's gardens. We spend most of our day riding through the tree-lined gardens and beside the
Grand Canal. The average visitor to Versailles can only visit a small fraction of these magnificent gardens,
pastures and wood on foot. We have the chance to see it all before taking the train back to the city.
Cost from:

From $165 per person - includes the guide, a bicycle, transportation to and from Versailles,
Chateau entrance fee and audio guide.

Departs:

Daily at 9.00am from March – October
No departures on 1st May (May Day)

Highlights:

Chateau Gardens, the Grand Canal, Chateau and Hall of Mirrors (site of the signing of the
Treaty of Versailles in 1919 that officially ended World War I), Grand and Petit Trianons,
Versailles Open Market

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details or reservations

MONET'S GARDENS BY BIKE
Duration:

@ 8.5 Hours

Distance:

@ 10.6km

Visit Claude Monet's breathtaking gardens in Normandy; visit his house, the quaint villages of Vernon and
Giverny and including a bicycle ride along the Seine. We travel by coach through the beautiful wheat and
sunflower fields of Normandy to the village of Vernon where we collect our bikes. At the market we buy a picnic
for lunch in a park beside the river. In the afternoon we pedal down a private path to Monet's gardens where we
have free time inside the most gorgeous garden landscape in France – including the famous waterlily ponds.
Cost from:

From $165 per person - includes guide, a bicycle, transportation to and from Paris and garden
entrance fee to Monet's house and gardens.

Departs:

Daily from March –October
No departures on 1st May (May Day)

Highlights:

Monet's Gardens, the Japanese Bridge and water lilies, Monet's House and collection of
Japanese artworks, Monet's grave at Giverny church, Picnic along the Seine and a leisurely
5km bike ride between the bluffs and the River Seine from Vernon to Giverny.

PARIS GUIDED CITY CYCLING TOURS – BY DAY AND BY NIGHT
Duration:

@ 4-hours

Distance:

@ 10.6km + 13km

Our Day Bike Tours in Paris are ideal for first time or regular visitors with a fantastic orientation of the ‘city of
light’ and an opportunity to see virtually all of the most visited sites. Tour guides will often offer new facts and
stories about Paris that you’ve never heard. Our tour will include a stop for lunch (price not included).
Departs:

Daily at 10.30am all year round
No tours on Bastille Day (14th Jul), Tour de France final day (24th Jul), or 6th, 13th, 25th December

Cost from:

From $60 per person

Highlights:

Eiffel Tower, Napoléon's Tomb, Louvre Museum, Musée D'Orsay, Tuileries Gardens,
Champs-Elysées, Arc de Triomphe, the Ecole Militaire, Rodin Museum, Les Invalides,
Alexander III Bridge, Grand and Petit Palais, Place de la Concorde, UNESCO

The Night Bike Tour is a completely different route to the Day tour, so you can do both and see two alternate
sides to Paris. With more riding and less information than on the Day Tour the city at night is fantastic and we
include a one-hour cruise on the River Seine past the most famous illuminated sites and bridges.
Departs:

Daily at 5.00pm from 1February – October
No night tours on 21st June, on the final day of the Tour de France or on Bastille Day.

Cost from:

From $75 per person

Highlights:

Notre Dame, Seine Cruise, Louvre Museum, Princess Diana’s Flame, Academie Francaise,
Bertillon Ice Cream (price not included), Ile de la Cite, Pont St Louis, Latin Quarter, Pont des
Arts, Champs-Elysées, Arc de Triomphe.

These are just some of the many small group guided or self-guided inn-to-inn cycling tours Outdoor Travel offer
in Europe. Other destinations include several areas of Italy, Spain (including the Camino De Santiago route),
most regions of France, Germany, Holland, Ireland, England, Scotland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, in New
Zealand and Australia. We offer group guided Bike & Barge cruises in many destinations in Europe, Croatia,
Turkey or the Greek Islands, and also in Vietnam.

Contact Outdoor Travel for more details and reservations
Call Toll free: 1800 331 582 or (03) 57551743 or Fax (03) 57501020
Email: info@outdoortravel.com.au
Web: http://www.outdoortravel.com.au
Mail: Outdoor Travel Pty Ltd, PO Box 286, Bright VIC 3741, Australia

MY FULL DAY CYCLE TRIP TO VERSAILLES BY YVETTE VAN URK
We were up early to have breakfast for our full day cycle tour. Eight o'clock and we were on our way. We took
the metro to the cycle tour office on a little square not far from the Eiffel Tower where we met our tour leader Tim,
a young Australian who had settled a bit longer than he expected to in France (because of his French girlfriend).
Our group of 25 were briefed on the plans for the day and we set out, firstly by train on the 30-minute trip to
Versailles then a short walk to the bicycle storage.
Tim helped distribute our bikes. He called them lounge chairs. They had very soft seats and wide handle bars,
which seemed a bit awkward at the start, but soon proved to be very comfortable. The bikes all had names mine
was ‘Wild Rita’. Once everyone was happy with their bike, we headed off to the market place to purchase our
provisions for our lunch. Tim explained where to buy our goodies and wine to drink with our lunch. There was a
great selection on fine wines in different price ranges, we settled for a half bottle of Pinot Noir.
Then it was off to the bakery and one of the many delicatessens to purchase more. The choice was
overwhelming, and for cheese lovers pure heaven. The bakery was full of colourful cakes and heaps of
macaroons. We bought baguettes there and visited a number of market stores to buy olives, cheeses, salami,
rabbit terrine, sun-dried tomatoes and fondant strawberries for our picnic.
We rode to the entrance gates and into the gardens of the Chateau Versailles; some 800 hectares of gardens,
woods and parkland around the palace and soon discovered why it was so great to be here by bike as there is
no way to cover as much as we did in any other way.
The first stop was at the small village designed by Marie Antoinette where she would go to escape after the birth
of her first child after seven years after her marriage. It appears she loved to be dressed as a peasant, to
wander unnoticed. Tim was full of interesting stories, too many to recall, but all enhanced my experience of our
surroundings, of these magnificent buildings and gardens. It was very obvious that the royals spent vast amount
of money at Versailles.
We visited the palace later in the day and learned how each king made additions to the palace and that King
Louis XIV (the Sun King) – who spent the longest time in Versailles - made the most contribution to the
splendour that we can see today.
We cycled along the long lanes and avenues of trees beside the man-made Grand Canal. Hedges, trees and
lawns were clipped to perfection each week highlighting this huge water feature even more impressive. And
people were rowing boats here in the warm sunshine. Opposite the palace beside the canal, we stopped for our
picnic lunch. Tim had all the tools to cut our bread and open the wine, and cups to drink it. We kept our wine
corks as souvenirs (the date and where we drank it gets recorded on the cork).
Wow, the last part of the cycle trip was a little harder after a meal and a glass wine. We left the gardens and
returned the bikes before visiting the palace on foot.
In the very imposing palace entrance Tim handed us our entry tickets and the return train tickets which allowed
everyone free time to explore after the tour finished at 5.00pm. The gardens are still open after the palace
closes, so it is best to see inside before heading into the well-manicured courtyard gardens. Tim left at 5 pm for
anyone needing help with the return trip to Paris.
I was overwhelmed with the opulence of the whole palace. Every room was decorated from bottom to the top.
Ceiling paintings, gold trim everywhere and paintings, tapestries and chandeliers decorate every room in the
palace. Strangely, but perhaps typically French, there were various contemporary (weird) art pieces on display.
One that caught my eye was two massive high heeled shoes made from pots and lids.
I was excited to get into the palace gardens. They offered a cool breeze, lovely after the closeness and heat
inside the palace. Each garden bed is manicured and planted symmetrical as it was originally. There were many
fountains and statues to decorate the gardens. We would have loved to see all the fountains in action, but that is
only possible on special occasions and at the weekend from spring through to autumn. A good reason to return
and I am sure I will.
Around 6.30pm we made our way through the gardens for the short walk to the station. It had been a great
experience with memories that will stay with us forever.

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details or reservations

