January 2018

OUTLINES TRAVEL NEWS – HOLIDAY EDITION!
WALKING, BIKE & BARGE, CYCLING, HOTEL BARGING, BOATING, NARROWBOATS, COOKING

If you are receiving our e-newsletter for the first time, welcome, and if you are a regular reader, welcome back.
If you are interested in past copies they are stored on our website: http://bit.ly/1NR5eqK To change your
address or add the name of a friend or to stop receiving this material please contact us immediately.
In this issue we say congratulations and a big thank you to Yvette van Urk, our Senior Travel Consultant,
who celebrated 10 years of making travel dreams come to life at Outdoor Travel this year. To celebrate her
achievement we have selected a list of Top Ten active holidays with interesting and new travel ideas for 2018:
* Walking Cornwall from St Ives
* Yvette’s Top Ten Walking, Cycling, Bike & Barge Holidays & Train journeys
* Food & Wine holidays in Provence or Dordogne
* UK Narrowboat canal boat holidays in England, Wales & Scotland - discount offers for 2018
* Hotel Barge cruising ideas – whiskey in Scotland & Italy Opera plus discount offers for 2018 & 2019
* Beautiful Boating Holidays: Self-skippered motor cruising in Europe and beyond, 2018 savings
* New Zealand: Savings on Akaroa-Banks Peninsula walk
* Australia: See the Kimberley – Last places available on Kimberley walking holiday

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details or reservations

A WALKING HOLIDAY IN CORNWALL
Yvette & husband Peter take on England's rugged Atlantic coast from St Ives
Earlier this year, Peter and I found our way to the seaside town of St Ives and to our walkers’ hotel, Chy
Morvah, ‘House by the Sea’, with its beautifully landscaped grounds. We were delighted with our large guest
room which was light-filled and well-appointed; with a comfortable king size bed made up with crisp linen,
coffee and tea making facilities, TV, bathroom with walk-in shower, toilet, basin and heated towel rail – that
ended up to be quite handy for drying the hand washing.
After settling in we made our way to the lounge in the main building to meet one of our guides, Ian, and other
guests that also arrived that day, for a town walk. Ian made our introduction to St Ives very colourful; he
showed us around the cobble stoned town rich in maritime history, filled with fishermen’s cottages, craft shops,
and galleries. Many artists have been drawn to this picturesque village due to the quality of light since the 19 th
century. In 1993 the St Ives Tate Gallery was opened, an interesting building overlooking the Atlantic Ocean.
Our group met in the lounge for a pre-dinner drink and an update on the guided walks on option the following
day. Each guide explained in detail which walk they would be leading: easy, medium, or hard. They told us
where each walk would begin and end including the ascent to be expected.
Dinner is served each night in the dining room at 7.15pm. There were lovely selections on offer each day for a
three or four-course meal. Meals were served by the friendly staff, and conversation flowed with our dining
companions. After dinner there was trivia night in the lounge and quieter areas for those looking to relax.
After a good breakfast (again many choices on offer, from toast with jam to eggs benedict), we packed our
lunch bags full with goodies for along the way. There is no way to go hungry in this place.
We joined the bus for the drive to our walk start point. We had opted for the easy walk (7-8km) from Mawnan
Smith along the coast to the fishing village of Durgan, with Ian as our guide. Through the village of Mawnan
Smith, where we admired the architecture of the local pub, then we walked onto the narrow pathways through
the forest to the Cornish coast, with spectacular views of the sea and colourful landscapes. High grasses and
summer flowers filled the meadows right to the sandstone cliffs in the distance.
We walked on along the winding track towards the 13th Century Mawnan Church, built within the confines of an
ancient earthwork that was still in excellent condition when the church yard was extended in 1920. Situated
high above the mouth of the Helford River it is a navigational aid to vessels entering the river and the views
from the small graveyard towards the sea are just glorious.
Onwards towards Durgan with our lunch stop overlooking the spectacular views. It was great to meet people
from all walks of life that enjoy walking the great outdoors. We had some great laughs together.
Durgan has a popular beach for holiday makers. The Glendurgan and Trebah Gardens are situated above the
hamlet. We explored the gardens independently and met later for our bus ride back to the house. Peter being
a garden lover was in his element in Trebah, the 26-acre subtropical and beautifully landscaped garden.
The following day, Peter decided to join the medium walking group heading off to Porthtowan, on Cornwall’s
North Atlantic Coast, and following the St Agnes Heritage Coast to Perranporth (approx. 14km). Here are
some of his words…
“From Porthtowan the path meandered through drifts of purple heather and climbed quickly above the
impressive granite cliffs. There were old mining ruins along the way, one of which is used in the series
Poldark; steam driven engines were housed in these buildings which were used to pump water from the mine.
We stopped for lunch at a lovely small town called Trevaunance Cove which is just near St. Agnes; there I
found many well-kept gardens and lovely cottages. From here we headed for the high track above the cliffs
again with spectacular scenery all around. Our guide Liz found some parts of the track a bit daunting as she
wasn’t good with heights.
Overall the walk wasn’t too difficult and the group were great. We arrived at Perranporth around 3pm, found a
good pub with a beer garden and enjoyed a lovely pint before catching the bus back to St Ives.”
Our stay was too short, most guests stay for a full week. We thoroughly enjoyed the company of our fellow
walkers, the interesting talks and insights from our guides about the Cornish way of life and the knowledge
they shared about this beautiful part of the world. We will look back on to this trip with very fond memories.
Yvette is the Senior Travel Consultant at Outdoor Travel in Bright – for more information on walking holidays in
Cornwall call her on (03) 57 501 044 or see the Cornwall tour on our website: http://bit.ly/2C0ZIB9

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details or reservations

TOP TEN WALKING HOLIDAYS
Italy, Portugal, France, Ireland & Northern Ireland, Scotland, Australia, Romania, Norway
1. Australia: The Great Ocean Walk & Twelve Apostles
4-day / 3-night centre-based small group guided walking along Victoria’s iconic coastline
Often we get caught up in the excitement of overseas travel and don’t take the time to explore our own
backyard. The Great Ocean Walk in Victoria is blessed with spectacular landscapes, coastal and forest
scenery including the iconic Twelve Apostles, and native wildlife and flora. It passes through two national
parks and overlooks a marine sanctuary. Stay in a luxury eco-style villa set amongst gum trees just steps
away from the beach, and enjoy a gourmet multi-course dinner each night, showcasing local and regional
ingredients. Carry only a daypack as you breathe the fresh air and soak up the majesty and isolation of the
Southern Ocean. Easily reached from Melbourne, this is a perfect short break to experience more of Australia.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2yqd9Yx

2. Italy: The Via Francigena
1 to 8 weeks of self-guided walking from Bourg St Pierre in Switzerland through Italy to Rome: The Via
Francigena is the pilgrims’ Road to Rome, traditionally starting in Canterbury in England and cutting through
France and Switzerland en route to the Eternal City, Rome. It’s possible to experience the same journey as
medieval travellers, walking along the most unspoilt sections of the route from the Swiss border to the Cinque
Terre coast, through Tuscany and across the Apennines to Rome. Tuscany has been awarded UNESCO
World Heritage status for its section of the Via Francigena, passing through rural Tuscan countryside and
historic cities and villages like Lucca, San Gimignano and Siena. A perfect mix of history and culture, walking
the Via Francigena is the best way to see all that Tuscany has to offer.
For more information call 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2zbnHyh
3. Portugal & Spain: Camino Portugués
Porto to Tui to Santiago de Compostela – one or two week self-guided inn-to-inn walks: With Rome and
Jerusalem, Santiago de Compostela is one of the three holiest Christian cities. For centuries pilgrims have
journeyed to Santiago on a variety of routes. The busiest of these is the Camino Francés from Le Puy through
northern Spain. The Camino Portugués is a road less travelled, the inspired way to Santiago, in the footsteps
of the 13th Century Queen Isabel of Portugal. Walk along the Atlantic coast, past Roman ruins and Iron Age
archaeological sites, through tiny villages and unspoilt countryside, from Porto in northern Portugal to the
cathedral of St James in Santiago. The history, the warmth and hospitality of the Portuguese people, and the
interesting and varied landscapes all make for an unforgettable walking holiday.
For more information call 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2j3gXcS
4. Italy: Lake Garda
8-day / 7-night guided centre-based walking holiday, NEW for 2018: Lake Garda is Italy’s largest lake,
formed by glaciers, surrounded by mountains, and located in the three regions of Lombardy, Veneto and
Trentino-Alto Adige. Although a popular holiday destination it cedes the limelight and celebrities to Lake Como.
Stay in charming Limone sul Garda, and explore the northern shore of the lake and the majestic peaks of
Trentino. Walk on the Sentiero della Pace (Walk of Peace) and the Sentiero Panoramico, stroll lakeside paths
to fishing ports, and visit tiny villages nestled in Alpine valleys and limestone hills. Breathe in the citrus-scented
air and atmosphere of the Italian lakes. Book now, as this holiday is popular and will book out early!
For more information call 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2iZiQap

Did you know? Limone means lemon in Italian, and lemon groves are abundant in the area – this is the
furthest north that citrus will grow. But the name of the town Limone is actually derived from the Latin word
limes, meaning boundary.

5. France: The Valley of the Kings
8-day / 7-night self-guided inn-to-inn walking holiday in the Loire Valley: An ideal introduction to walking
in France. Amble through forest and farmland, passing historic sites, impressive castles and chateaux, fields of
sunflowers and acres of vineyards. See the great chateaux at Amboise, Chenonceau, Azay-le-Rideau and
Villandry, the ruined fortress at Chinon, and Le Clos Luce, where Leonardo da Vinci spent his last days. The
Loire is renowned for its crisp white wines and its light-bodied, elegant reds which match its cuisine so well –
rich goat’s milk cheeses, pork rillettes, river fish with beurre blanc, tarte tatin. Easily reached from Paris, this is
a walk full of interest and delight.
For more information call 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2AW1e7m
Did you know? The fortress at Chinon is reputed to be where Joan of Arc met Charles VII (then the heir or
Dauphin of France) to encourage him to reclaim his kingdom from the English during the Hundred Years’ War.
The story has it that Charles deliberately hid himself in a crowd of men to test her, and Joan, who had never
met him, was miraculously able to identify him.
6. Norway: Fjordlands of the West
8-day / 7-night self-guided walking holiday with spectacular scenery: In the Hardangervidda area of
western Norway it’s easy to believe in Valkyries, elves and ice giants and feel that the trickster Loki, one-eyed
Odin or beautiful Freya could be around the next corner. Walk in the highlands above the fjords, gaining a
bird’s-eye view of these steep-sided inlets; journey through boulder-strewn moors to the edge of glaciers; stroll
in the more pastoral settings of the Flam and Aurland valleys; and take the scenic railway train from Flam to
Myrdal with amazing views to Sognefjord, the longest and deepest fjord in the world.
For more information, call 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2kNEFhe
7. Romania: Transylvania and the Carpathian Mountains
8-day / 7-night self-guided inn-to-inn walking holiday in Dracula country: For a truly ‘off-the-beaten-track’
holiday, consider Romania. Bran Castle looms large in the history and culture of Transylvania – built in the 14th
Century to protect the region from the Ottoman Empire; it is associated with the fictional Count Dracula, who
was based on the real-life voivode (prince), Vlad the Impaler. Stay in farmhouse accommodation and village
hotels in an area where time seems to have stood still. English is not widely spoken but the Romanian people
are warm and welcoming. Walk through the Piatra Craiului (King’s Rock) ranges and the Zarnesti Gorges,
through rural and pastoral landscapes. The tour starts and ends in Bucharest and provides a unique insight
into an untouristed part of Eastern Europe.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2jsV06L
8. Ireland: Gems of Kerry
8-day / 7-night centre-based small group guided walking holiday in ‘The Kingdom’: County Kerry is
affectionately known to Kerry people as ‘The Kingdom’ and offers some of the most beautiful walking in
Europe. This popular holiday is based for three nights in the bustling tourist town Killarney and four nights in

seaside Glenbeigh – no need to pack and unpack every day. Visit Killarney National Park with its scenic lakes,
walk stages of the Kerry Way, relax and unwind in a traditional Irish pub. The varied landscapes include the
glens, mountains and lush green valleys of Mid Kerry and the sweeping beaches and rugged coastline of
Dingle Bay and the North Atlantic Ocean. History, culture, folklore, and intense natural beauty – Kerry truly
does have it all.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2zbgb6u

9. Scotland: The Northern Highland Way
9-day / 8-night self-guided inn-to-inn walk in the far north of Scotland: This is a walk on the wild side,
taking you through a scenic and remote region of Scotland. Start in Thurso, the northernmost town on the
British mainland, and walk on white sandy beaches past awe-inspiring coastal cliffs where the Atlantic meets
the North Sea. Walk also to iconic Cape Wrath and visit the lighthouse there; see the picturesque harbour at
Scrabster. There is a chance to visit the fascinating and historic Orkney Islands, and in season to see puffin
and seal colonies.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2zbAcK7
Did you know? Skara Brae is a Neolithic settlement which was buried under sand dunes in the Orkney Islands
for over 4000 years. In 1850 an enormous violent storm scoured away sand and revealed the well-preserved
village. Skara Brae, together with the tomb of Maes Howe and the stone circles of Stenness and Brodgar,
make up the UNESCO World Heritage list Heart of Neolithic Orkney.
10. Portugal: Eastern Algarve
8-day / 7-night centre-based group guided walking tour in the sunny south of Portugal: The Algarve is
Portugal’s premier holiday destination. This walking tour focusses on the laidback and less touristed Eastern
Algarve. Renowned for the beauty of its coastline, a deeper exploration reveals a land rich in history and
culture as well as natural beauty. The northern mountains are clad with cork oak and aromatic scrub and there
are groves of figs, oranges, and lemons. Based in the charming historic town of Tavira, this tour explores
picturesque fishing villages, the unspoilt Tavira National Forest, the Guadiana River which forms the border
with Spain, and the saltpans and lagoons of the Ria Formosa which teem with birdlife – providing a very
different insight into the Algarve.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2zbdXEg

TOP TEN CYCLING HOLIDAYS
South Africa, Austria, Italy, France, England, New Zealand, Northern Ireland, Lake Constance
1. South Africa: Guided Cycling Safari
9-day / 8-night moderate guided cycling safari with game viewing and sightseeing: More than just a
cycling holiday, this is an in-depth exploration of the north-eastern corner of South Africa. Combining a
traditional 4WD game-viewing safari with sightseeing, culture, history, and cycling, this tour provides a
fascinating insight into the ‘Rainbow Nation’. Exploring by bike allows us to appreciate the striking beauty of
the Blyde River Canyon, the vastness of the landscape and the far-reaching views knowing that we have
earned them. The highlight is the visit to Kruger National Park, home to the iconic Big Five African mammals
(lions, leopards, elephants, rhinos and buffalo) as well as a host of other mammals, birds, reptiles and even
fish – truly a place like no other in the world.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2mGD7q1
2. Austria: Mozart Cycle Path & the Austrian Lake District
8-day / 7-night inn-to-inn self-guided cycling circuit in the Salzburg region: Trace aspects of Mozart’s life,
see places where The Sound of Music was filmed, and visit the town where Silent Night was composed. Ride
on dedicated cycle paths and quiet back roads, surrounded by the lake and mountain scenery of the Austrian
Lake District, Salzkammergut. Visit the spa town Bad Ischl, once the summer home of emperors, stay in
lakeside resort towns and in Salzburg, with its UNESCO World Heritage-listed Altstadt (old town). A tour for
music-lovers and cyclists alike in the enchanting Austrian Lake District.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2yuOqlJ
Did you know? The Christmas carol Stille Nacht (Silent Night) was first performed in Oberndorf, a small town
near Salzburg on the banks of the Salzach River. The church’s organ had been destroyed by floods and
Pastor Joseph Mohr needed music for the Christmas Eve Mass in 1818. Just a few hours before midnight, he
visited his friend Franz Gruber, a schoolteacher and choir master, who composed a simple melody for a poem
Mohr had written. The choir performed it, accompanied by Mohr on guitar, at Mass that evening. St Nicholas
Church was later destroyed, the town was re-located upstream, and a small memorial chapel was built in
Oberndorf. Every year on Christmas Eve, Mass is celebrated and Stille Nacht is sung in the chapel.

3. Italy: Apulia & Basilicata
8-day / 7-night moderate self-guided inn-to-inn cycling in Southern Italy: Apulia and Basilicata are the
hidden gems of Italy – off the usual tourist track but still easily accessible from Rome or Naples. See cave
dwellings, rock churches dating to medieval times, and the unique World Heritage-listed trulli of Alberobello –
round limestone dwellings with conical roofs, built using traditional drystone techniques. Stay in interesting and
unusual accommodation – a cave hotel, a trullo, and agriturismos (holiday farmstays). Cycle on quiet back
roads past olive and citrus groves and through picturesque white-washed villages in a landscape dotted with
ravines, canyons and cave systems. Unique and unforgettable.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2AJYWbq

4. France: Burgundy
Guided or self-guided cycling holidays in the wine region of Burgundy: Burgundy is a region rich in
history, tradition, culture, gastronomy and of course wine. Cycle on quiet back roads and canal towpaths
through rolling farmland, past acres of manicured vines, to peaceful villages or world-renowned wine towns
like Dijon and Beaune. We offer a choice of guided or self-guided cycling tours in Burgundy. Self-guided
cycling offers the opportunity to cycle at your own pace, using the provided maps and route notes to navigate.
Your luggage is sent on ahead. Accommodation is simple but clean and comfortable; breakfast is included and
there is a half-board option to include dinners also. On the guided cycling tour, a support van is available and
your knowledgeable guide offers additional insight into the history and culture of the area, as well as ensuring
that you cycle on quiet roads away from traffic. Whether you choose self-guided or guided touring, a cycling
holiday in Burgundy will be one you’ll never forget.
For more details on our GUIDED Burgundy cycling tour, call us on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2AJ082f
For more details on our SELF-GUIDED Burgundy cycling tour, see: http://bit.ly/2CkEiPw
5. Spain: Cycle the Camino de Santiago
7-day / 6-night guided, supported cycle touring from León or Burgos to Santiago: The Way of St James
or Camino de Santiago has been a popular walking pilgrimage for centuries. Now you can cycle this famous
route. Without doubt this is the best cycling tour in Spain to experience the tradition and history of this ancient
land. This small group guided tour offers great cycling over varied terrain, with flat plains, undulating hills and
some challenging ascents, along with delightful scenery dotted with historic monuments, pilgrims’ hostels,
sanctuaries and shrines. Stay in comfortable 4- or 5-star inns and hotels or exquisite historical Paradors in
important pilgrimage cities and towns, and savour the wonderful food and wines of Spain. Expert guides,
vehicle support and carefully chosen touring bicycles add to the enjoyment.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2yYHMVU

6. England: The Cyclist’s Coast to Coast
6-day / 5-night self-guided inn-to-inn cycling in scenic northern England: The Coast to Coast has
become one of England’s iconic walks. Now cyclists too can cross northern England, on two wheels rather
than two feet. The route is the C2C – literally Sea to Sea, stretching from Whitehaven on the Irish Sea to
Tynemouth on the shores of the North Sea. Cycle through the lake and fell scenery of the Lake District, the
bleak Pennines, beautiful dales, and towns and villages of all sizes. Along the way visit teashops, pubs and
interesting historic sites like the Neolithic stone circle at Castlerigg and the Rookhope Lead Mine. This is a
moderate to challenging cycling holiday, with changeable weather, but ultimately rewarded with matchless
scenery and the sense of accomplishment of having cycled sea to sea.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2obWecr
7. Italy: Tour the Veneto, from Bolzano to Venice
8-day / 7-night guided or self-guided inn-to-in cycling holiday: Wind your way from the mountains near
Bolzano, through rural Italian countryside, past beautiful Lake Garda, to cities full of culture and history like
Verona, Vicenza and Padua, past the Brenta Canal and Po River delta, to Venice. Bolzano is a fascinating city
with historical and cultural links to both the Italian and German worlds. Verona is home to Juliet’s House and
one of Italy’s great opera houses. Vicenza is dotted with buildings designed by influential 16th Century architect

Andrea Palladio. Venice, La Serenissima, that beautiful and unique city of canals, is a fitting end to this
marvellous week in the Veneto.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2jUEgGr

8. New Zealand: Abel Tasman National Park and the Great Taste Trail
5-day / 4-night self-guided inn-to-inn cycle tour from and back to Nelson: The Abel Tasman National
Park region is renowned for stunning coastal scenery, artists’ communities, orchards, vineyards and
breweries. Cycle the Great Taste Trail from Nelson through Mapua, known for its cafés, along the coast to
Kaiteriteri. There is a day to rest and relax in Kaiteriteri – or to test your nerve in the mountain bike park – and
a full day in Abel Tasman National Park. Cruise into the park, swim in the crystalline waters, look for dolphins
and seals, breathe the fresh air and walk on the coastal track. We also offer a 5-day / 4-night Bike-Walk-Kayak
holiday with self-guided cycling on the Great Taste Trail combined with guided walking and kayaking in the
national park.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2uXCOea or http://bit.ly/2sgDpkY
9. Northern Ireland: Belfast & the Causeway Coast
7-day / 6-night self-guided inn-to-inn cycling holiday: Northern Ireland has surprises and highlights at
every turn. This cycling tour offers rugged coastal scenery, quaint villages, centuries of history, dramatic sea
cliffs, lush green glens, medieval castles, ancient ruins, tranquil rural countryside, sweeping bays, and the
fascinating geological formation the Giant’s Causeway. Starting in vibrant Belfast, cycle alongside Belfast
Lough to the Antrim Coast Road carved into the cliffs. Cross rivers, pass by verdant glens, take a ferry to
Rathlin Island, and finish your week of cycling in Bushmills, home of the whiskey distillery of the same name.
Perfect for Game of Thrones fans or for those who want an interesting and unusual cycling holiday.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2jV6wsw
Did you know? Rathlin Island is just 25 kilometres from the Kintyre Peninsula in Scotland. In 1306, after his
defeat at the hands of the English at Perth, Robert the Bruce retreated to Rathlin Island to lick his wounds.
Legend has it that in a cave on the island he witnessed a spider try over and over again to bridge a gap with its
web, eventually succeeding, and this inspired him to return to Scotland for another tilt at the Scottish crown.

10. Austria, Switzerland & Germany: Around Lake Constance
8-day / 7-night self-guided inn-to-inn cycling around the lake from Bregenz
This leisurely cycle around Lake Constance is one of the most popular cycling routes in Europe. The
freshwater lake is shared between Austria, Switzerland and Germany – you can wake up in Austria and cycle
to Switzerland by dinnertime. The cycling is delightful, with views of mountains, lake, forest and waterfalls; the
villages are charming and picturesque, with half-timbered houses, chocolate shops, and medieval castles; the
countryside is covered with cherry orchards and vineyards. This is a wonderful introduction to self-guided
cycling in Europe.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see http://bit.ly/2hvDnCY

TOP TEN BIKE & BARGE HOLIDAYS
Holland & Belgium, Moselle & Saar, Paris to Bruges, Amalfi, Bordeaux, Provence, Scotland, Greece
1. Germany, Austria, Slovakia & Hungary: Explore the Danube
8-day / 7-night Bike & Boat river cruising: A Bike & Boat with a difference – on the mighty River Danube,
our cycling cruises are on spacious, traditionally built cruise ships carrying up to 150 passengers. Cycle along
the well-marked Danube cycle path alongside the twisting, looping river and visit small, charming villages on
the way, contrasting with three capital cities on the Danube: Bratislava, Vienna and Budapest. There is free
time in Budapest and Vienna so you can compare these two very different cities. This is a magical way to
explore the beautiful blue Danube.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2uUCFaj
2. Holland & Belgium: Amsterdam to Bruges or return
8-day / 7-night cycling cruise – various barges of different standards on several routes: This is one of
our most popular and sought-after Bike & Barge holidays and is always number one on my list. The cycling is
mostly flat and generally easy, with 25 to 60km of cycling daily (5 to 6 hours), and cycling in these two
countries, with their bike-centric culture, is delightful. We offer several barges of different standards which
travel on different routes between the two cities. Highlights include cosmopolitan, vibrant Amsterdam; unique
polder scenery; fortified towns; Dutch icons like windmills and cheese farms; and historic Flemish cities like
Ghent and Bruges. Bruges, with its picturesque medieval town centre, windmills, canals, and gardens, is
woefully under-rated and is a true high point of this itinerary. Although there are a number of barges plying this
route, it does still book up and we recommend you book early.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2rL1SDE
3. France, Germany & Luxembourg: The Moselle Valley
8-day / 7-night or 7-day / 6-night cycle cruise – various barges on the Moselle and Saar Rivers: The
Moselle flows from the Vosges Mountains in Alsace, twisting through France, Luxembourg and Germany on its
way to its confluence with the Rhine at Koblenz. We offer a number of routes on several barges in this fertile
river valley, sometimes also along the Saar River, a tributary of the Moselle. The scenery is beautiful and
diverse, the region is rich in Roman and European history, the villages are postcard-worthy, and the cycling is

easy-to-moderate, mostly flat unless you venture away from the river. The Moselle is surrounded by steep
slopes covered with vineyards and the wines are delicious and highly regarded, particularly Riesling.
For more details see: http://bit.ly/2CpeFxi, http://bit.ly/2j51bhq or http://bit.ly/2CmiAeb

4. Belgium & France: Bruges to Paris or return
15-day / 14-night Standard cycle cruise on the waterways of Belgium and northern France: Another of
our most popular itineraries. Visit historical cities in Belgium, like Bruges, Ghent and Tournai, which played a
major role in Belgium’s medieval and Renaissance heyday. Stop for two nights in the Somme region, a
highlight for many Australians, allowing access to the many important WWI Western Front battle sites and
memorials, including Villers-Bretonneux. In France, cycle through royal forests and national parks, past
imposing chateaux and artists’ villages, and cruise along the Seine for a different view of Paris and its many
landmarks, from the water.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2C8WOtg
5. Holland: Highlights of Holland
8-day / 7-night Premium Plus & Premium cycling cruise – Amsterdam to Leiden, Delft & Gouda: Explore
the most fascinating towns and cities in Holland – the historical centres of Haarlem, Leiden and Delft, the
cheese town of Gouda, and of course the capital, Amsterdam. Visit the sand dunes and coastline near the
Hague by bike as the Dutch like to do, and cruise through the world’s largest seaport at Rotterdam. We also
stop at the cheese weigh-house in Gouda and at Kinderdijk, with its nineteen windmills. This Bike & Barge tour
also offers the chance to learn more about the engineering feats behind the Dutch battle against the water. All
of the best of Holland in one fascinating Bike & Barge tour.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2zdFqF8

6. Italy: The Amalfi Coast
8-day / 7-night Bike & Boat exploring Sorrento, Capri, Salerno & Pompeii, with moderate cycling: A
journey on both land and sea, discovering the natural treasures and cultural heritage of the Amalfi Coast and
Gulf of Naples. Combine sailing with walking the narrow streets of Capri, cycling past the foot of Mount
Vesuvius, and touring the magnificent and eerie archaeological site of Pompeii. Ride from Sorrento to

Positano and Amalfi along the iconic coastline and cruise to the islands of Ischia and Procida. History,
archaeology, culture, scenery and a holiday experience both relaxing and active, this cycle cruise has it all.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2BodXmi
7. France: Provence and the Rhone River Delta
8-day / 7-night Premium Bike & Barge cycle cruise from Avignon to the Camargue: Provence is known
for its lavender fields, olive groves, Roman history, wonderful scenery and that quality of light which has
attracted many artists over the years, including van Gogh. This cycle cruise takes in those highlights of
Provence, as well as the Camargue and Rhone River delta, with its abundant birdlife including flocks of
flamingos, black bulls, wild horses and the Camargue ‘cowboys’ who ride them. Cycle through the undulating
foothills of the Alpilles to the picturesque village of Les Baux de Provence, and visit the historic cities of Arles
and Avignon. A classic and always-popular Bike & Barge tour in the sunny south of France.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see http://bit.ly/2ALkuDk
Did you know? Bauxite, the ore which is smelted to produce aluminium, was first discovered in 1821 by French
geologist Pierre Berthier in Les Baux and was named after the village.
8. France: Bordeaux and the Wines of Aquitaine
8-day / 7-night Premium Bike & Barge cruise on the Dordogne & Garonne Rivers: A delightful Bike &
Barge cruise through the storied wine region of Bordeaux, on one of our larger barges. Cycle through the great
wine appellations of Sauternes, Pomerol, St-Émilion, and Margaux, and have a day to explore the great city of
Bordeaux. The climate of southwestern France is delightful – mild to warm and perfect for cycling – and the
route is pleasant and relaxing as we cycle on quiet backroads and bicycle paths. There is also much history to
discover here – the historic Duchy of Aquitaine was at the centre of intrigue and struggle throughout the Middle
Ages. With its combination of easy-to-moderate cycling, history, culture, wine and gastronomy, this Bike &
Barge tour is a microcosm of the best of France.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2sWrfTf

9. Scotland: Great Glen & Caledonian Canal
7-day / 6-night Standard cycle cruise from Inverness to Fort William or return: Early booking is essential
on this scenic Bike & Barge cruise on the Caledonian Canal in the Highlands of Scotland. The barge has just
six cabins and the passengers and crew take meals together, creating an intimate and friendly atmosphere.
The cycling is just as important – cycling on the towpath alongside the canal, on the Great Glen Way or the
Trail of the Seven Lochs, and on the cross-country or downhill mountain bike trails in the foothills of Ben Nevis.
There is also time to sit back and enjoy cruising through the four lochs linked by the Caledonian Canal, with
incredible views of hills, mountains and water. An ideal and idyllic way to explore the Scottish Highlands.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2xdDNU9
Did you know? The Caledonian Canal was conceived to provide employment and stem emigration in the
Highlands region of Scotland, and to provide an alternative shipping route from the east to west coast of
Scotland, avoiding the dangerous north coast which was commonly patrolled by French privateers during the
Napoleonic Wars. However the canal took 12 years to complete, the wars were over by the time the canal

opened in 1822 and it was never as commercially successful as planned. The canal’s status as a scenic tourist
attraction was sparked by Queen Victoria who took a trip along the canal in 1873.
10. Greece: The Sun Islands of the Aegean
8-day / 7-night island hopping Bike & Boat holiday: On this island-hopping Bike & Boat tour, explore the
timeless islands of Leros, Patmos, Lipsi, Kos and Kalymnos by bicycle. Visit the archaeological site of the
Asclepion where Hippocrates practiced, as well as Roman ruins, medieval fortresses, ancient monasteries and
remnants of the Ottoman Empire. See the grotto on Patmos where St John is reputed to have received visions
of the Apocalypse. Stay on a comfortable sailboat in the style of a traditional Turkish gulet, with plenty of time
to relax in the sun or on the shaded rear deck, or to have a swim. These are the Greek islands as you have
always dreamed them.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2kH5DDQ

TOP 10 RAIL JOURNEYS IN EUROPE …

Train travel has always been a popular way to see Europe and it is ideal for linking our many walking or
cycling holiday destinations. Here are some of the most popular train journeys from 2017:
1) London to Paris
No surprise that the Eurostar is on the top of our list. Not only is the Eurostar one of the most modern, sleek,
and efficient trains, it also beats flying in more ways than one by taking you from city centre to city centre as
we often forget how time consuming and expensive transfers to airports can be. More passengers are trying to
avoid long lines at the airport, cramped seats, and all the extra charges. Certainly give it a try but don’t be
disappointed, as one family with children were, if you can’t see the fish as you go under the English Channel.
Suggested tour: Paris to London Self-guided cycling: http://bit.ly/2BKmPCK
2) Paris to Amsterdam
Thalys - the "Red Train" from Amsterdam to Paris in 3 hours and 17 minutes. Enjoy a croissant at Montmartre
for breakfast and visit the Van Gogh museum before salted herrings and a glass of Heineken for lunch.
Suggested tour: Paris to Champagne Bike & Barge http://bit.ly/2yZlfHS
3) Barcelona to Madrid
The Spanish AVE network is one of the fastest in the world, connecting cities such as Madrid and Barcelona in
less than 3 hours speeding fast and scenically through the Spanish countryside at more than 300kph.
Suggested tour: Catalonia Self-guided cycling: http://bit.ly/2kRKSoT
4) Venice to Rome
Forget a hire car drive along those flat, straight, boring Autostradas in Italy. If you are short on time, the Italian
high-speed network run by Trenitalia and Italo enables you to make Venice a day trip from Rome. Venice to
Mantova is one of our most popular Bike & barge cycling cruises and linking Venice with Rome via Tuscany is
a great way to go.

Suggested tour: Venice to Mantova Bike & Barge: http://bit.ly/2zS21YD
5) Venice Simplon-Orient-Express
The old-master of all the luxury trains, the Venice Simplon-Orient-Express, is a classic journey in the luxurious
carriages that date back to 1920s. An extravagance you must try travelling between cities such as London,
Paris, Venice, Berlin, Vienna, Budapest and Prague.
Suggested tour: Vienna to Prague Guided or Self-guided cycling: http://bit.ly/2B4KIBe
6) Grand Train Tour of Switzerland
If you want your scenery BIG, then Switzerland is the place to go. It packs more scenic train journeys than any
other country into one itinerary, and if you want to do all in one grand tour then consider combining the Glacier
Express, Bernina Express, Golden Pass Line, Jungfraujoch, or the Gotthard Panorama Express in one
unforgettable journey.
Suggested tour: Val D’Anniviers Valais Wine & the Matterhorn Self-guided walking: http://bit.ly/2CG0Olh
Suggested tour: St Moritz to Innsbruck Self-guided cycling: http://bit.ly/2kufc9H

7) Norway
For lovers of nature, wildlife, vast forests, fjords and the chance to see the northern lights Norway is the place
to go. It’s our prediction to become one of the top choices for Australian travellers in 2018.
Suggested tour: Western Fjords or the Lofoten Islands Guided walking: http://bit.ly/2ycwtrX
8) Portugal
Portugal is more affordable and less crowded than its Iberian neighbour, Spain. The trains will take you to all
the best sights - from Lisbon to Porto, Faro, Braga and Coimbra with an abundance of natural beauty and
historic treasure. Buy a single country rail pass to see it all or perhaps combine it with Spain.
Suggested tour: Sintra & Estremadura Guided walking: http://bit.ly/2D4yxpE
9) London to Scotland
Love it or loathe it LHR is often your first port of call into Europe from Australia. The new improvements have
made a big difference but it is still a long, long walk from seat to luggage carrousel. Once you are free, if you
can't face another flight, take the relaxing fast train to Edinburgh or Glasgow to access the Scottish islands and
the highlands.
Suggested tour: Scottish Highlands Hotel Barge: http://bit.ly/2zvvetk
10) Paris to Bordeaux
Without exception our most requested train journey in France from CDG to the sunny south, traditionally to
Avignon, Perpignan, Nice, Cannes, Monte Carlo or any of the other coastal resorts. The 'new kid on the block'
is the two-hour service to Bordeaux by TGV, a fast train that seems to get quicker & quicker. Ideal for those
contemplating the Camino de Santiago from the Pyrenees to Spain or our popular Bike & Barge cycling cruise.
Suggested tour: Bordeaux & the Wines of Aquitaine Bike & Barge: http://bit.ly/2sWrfTf
Suggested tour: Camino de Santiago – St Jean de Pied Port to Santiago de Compostela: http://bit.ly/2Bjjeft

FOOD & WINE OF FRANCE
France is known for its beautiful cities, charming villages, picturesque countryside, art, history and culture –
but above all, for its cuisine and its wine. Our active holidays can be found in all of the top gourmet and wine
regions of France, including Champagne, Burgundy, Bordeaux, Alsace and the Loire Valley. We also offer
holidays which focus more on cooking and gastronomy, with cycling or walking merely to whet your appetite!

FRANCE – PROVENCE COOKING & E-BIKES
4-day / 3-night luxury accommodation with cooking, wine-tasting and e-bike cycling – NEW in 2018
A perfect getaway for those who are short on time or just looking for an introduction to Provence. Stay in a
luxury hotel in the heart of the authentically Provençal village of La Cadière d’Azur, easily accessible from
Marseille or Toulon. Two multi-course dinners, two lunches and three buffet breakfasts are included. Join our
Michelin star-rated chef for a cooking class, learning about the herbs, medicinal plants and fruit in the kitchen
garden and preparing a dish which you’ll later eat during a long and leisurely lunch. Relax with a spa treatment
at the hotel’s extensive wellness centre and have a swim in the outdoor pool. With a guide, ride your E-Bike
through the olive groves and vineyards of the Provençal countryside to a tasting at a noted vineyard in the
Bandol appellation, where you sample several wines and enjoy a picnic lunch prepared by the chef as you
lounge amongst the vines. A quality short break will leave you with lasting memories of a gourmet gastronomic
experience in this beautiful part of the world.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see http://bit.ly/2iaiYEf

FRANCE – DORDOGNE TASTE OF TRUFFLES IN WINTER
5-day / 4-night guided walking in rural France
Black truffles are renowned as jewels of gastronomy, kings of the kitchen. Rare, tricky to grow and to harvest,
they are known in the Dordogne region of France as the Diamonds of Perigord, which claims to produce the
very best examples of this aromatic fungus. They germinate in late spring, grow throughout summer and
autumn, and are harvested in the French winter. The culmination of the season is February, the perfect time
for our quality guided walking holiday celebrating all things truffle. We walk in the crisp February air, strolling
through charming typical Dordogne Quercy villages, browsing local markets, and admiring medieval churches.
We spend time in a traditional farmhouse kitchen learning how to cook with truffles, including perhaps one of
the typical dishes of Dordogne cuisine, truffled foie gras. We visit a family-run vineyard in Cahors and taste

some unusual wines including a Black Wine – the grapes have been ‘cooked’ in prune-drying ovens following
a medieval wine-making practice.
A highlight is the visit to the rustic truffle market at Lalbenque, where we meet some of the local characters
who are integral to the region’s truffle trade. In some seasons the cost can be up to €1000 per kilogram. In the
afternoon we visit a truffière (truffle farm) where a dear old lady and her friendly pig show us what it takes to
locate the black diamonds. Many truffle hunters now use dogs and we learn how truffle-hunting dogs are
trained too.
This quality walking and cooking holiday includes all meals and four nights in carefully chosen
accommodation, typically in a converted 17th Century country house and its renovated farmhouse annex,
which reflects all the character and colour of this region of France.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see http://bit.ly/2CSA1mQ

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details or reservations

NARROWBOAT HOLIDAYS IN ENGLAND & WALES
A traditional self-skippered cruise with modern comforts in England, Scotland and Wales
The canals and rivers of England, Scotland and Wales stretch for over 2000 miles through some of the finest
countryside. The Llangollen Canal is one of the most popular canals in Britain and can be accessed from
Blackwater Meadow, Whitchurch or Wrenbury Mill Marinas. This work of remarkable engineering travels
through the gentle Shropshire countryside and crosses the border into Wales over Chirk Aqueduct. It boasts
one of the most striking features on the UK canal network; the UNESCO listed Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, the
longest and highest aqueduct in Great Britain. Another addition to the beauty of the Llangollen Canal is
Horseshoe Falls, designed to draw water from the River Dee to supply the canals.
A self-skippered narrowboat holiday is the fastest way to a slower pace of life. Cruise at your leisure between
dawn and dusk, and moor virtually wherever you please with waterside pubs, villages, towns, cities and
historic treasures never far from the canal.
Book your 2018 narrowboat holiday before 31st December 2017 for your Early Booking Discount* of up to
12.5% off the cost of hire.
Other discounts and savings:
25% discount* off the basic hire price when booking for two weeks or longer.
5% discount* off the hire price when booking two or more boats.
10% discount* off a 10 or 11-night holiday, all year round!
FREE RIVER AVON LICENCE FROM WORCESTER*: When cruising from Worcester Marina on the River
Avon, the licence fee paid on arrival will be refunded upon return.
* Conditions apply – Maximum combined discount is 35%. Licence fee refund cannot be claimed
retrospectively. Ask for more details.
Why not call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 for a free quote? Or, to view our flyer with more information on
bases and boats, see http://bit.ly/2zSWjpm

SELF-SKIPPERED MOTOR CRUISING HOLIDAYS
Beautiful boating holidays in Europe and – NEW for 2018 – in Canada, plus holiday discounts
Holland is a country born of the sea. Marvellous feats of engineering – dikes, canals, pumping stations, dams,
locks and levees – have protected Holland from floods and also created a boating paradise of interconnected
lakes, canals, ponds and rivers. Our two bases in Holland offer unparalleled access to the Frisian Lakes, the
freshwater Lake IJsselmeer (once an inlet of the North Sea), and the canals of Amsterdam.
Hindeloopen is a friendly fishing village known for its distinctive hand-painted artwork, traditional costumer and
its own dialect, a mélange of West Frisian, English, Norwegian and Danish. From Hindeloopen you can cruise
to the scenic and unspoilt Frisian Lakes, the Dutch lake district. Sneek is the heart of the district and a place
where water sports reign – from sailing to swimming to water-skiing.
Our other base, Vinkeveen, is south of Amsterdam, with easy access to the vibrant capital of the Netherlands
as well as other Dutch gems like the historic cities of Utrecht, Leiden, Haarlem and The Hague, and the
‘cheese towns’ of Gouda, Edam and Alkmaar. Amsterdam was meant to be navigated by boat and seeing it
from your self-skippered motor cruiser is an unforgettable experience.
Cruise past green polders dotted with grazing cows, spinning windmills, and multitudes of other boats of all
shapes and sizes. In season you can visit an orchid farm and see acres of colourful blooming tulips. Hire
bicycles and fully immerse yourself in the Dutch way of life, travelling by water or on two wheels.
Canada is a NEW destination for self-skippered motor cruising in 2018. Our Canadian boating holidays are
along the Rideau Canal in southern Ontario, which links lakes and rivers from the capital Ottawa to Kingston
on Lake Ontario, one of the Great Lakes bordering New York in the USA. Nature lovers and bird watchers can
delight in the otters, ospreys and other wildlife, whilst fishing enthusiasts can cast for bass, trout, perch and
many other species in the tranquil waters of the canal, lakes and rivers. A peaceful and relaxing way to explore
the natural beauty Canada is known for.
SAVINGS ON TRAVEL IN 2018
2018 DEPARTURES

All Season

DESTINATIONS

DISCOUNT

ALL DESTINATIONS
France, Germany, Italy, Holland,
Belgium, Ireland, Scotland,
England & Canada

8%* off Comfort and
Budget boats
(minimum 3 nights hire)

March, April, May &
June

Holland

15%* off selected boats

All Season

ALL DESTINATIONS
France, Germany, Italy, Holland,
Belgium, Ireland, Scotland,
England & Canada

5%* off your 2018 cruise

Vision, Royal Mystique

(minimum 3 nights)

All Season
Mystique, Magnifique,
Calypso

All Season

All Season

ALL DESTINATIONS
France, Germany, Italy, Holland,
Belgium, Ireland, Scotland,
England & Canada
England – Thames River
France – Burgundy
Germany
ALL DESTINATIONS WHEN
TRAVELLING WITH CHILDREN!

5%* off your 2018 cruise
(minimum 7 nights)

5%* off all boats
(excluding Horizon boats,
minimum 7 nights)

5%* (minimum 7 nights)

* Conditions apply – Offers apply to 2018 season bookings confirmed by 31st December 2017. Minimum 7night duration, unless specified. Not applicable to Horizon, Vision, Royal Mystique, Mystique boats, unless
specified. Offers are combinable with other offers up to a total discount of 15%.
Why not make your self-skippered cruising holiday complete with these additions?
Bicycles – An amazing way to see the villages along your route – make sightseeing easy and enjoy more of
the stunning landscape by adding bicycles to your boat hire. Child bikes are also available.
BBQ and Lantern – Dine Aussie-style with a BBQ onboard and light up your cockpit so you can enjoy the
gorgeous spring or autumn nights for longer.
WiFi – Keep connected with your loved ones at home, and upload photos as you take them – without running
up a huge data bill. Available for boat hire in France and Italy only.
Call us for a free quote today, or for more details see our brochure at http://bit.ly/2hsxBSV

LUXURY HOTEL BARGING IN EUROPE
Scotland, Opera in Italy, savings on cruises in 2018, book 2019 at 2018 prices

CRUISE THROUGH THE WILD, SCENIC AND ATMOSPHERIC HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND
For a magical barge cruise, Scotland is hard to surpass. We cruise sedately through the Great Glen between
Inverness and Fort William, navigating beautiful lochs and the engineering masterpiece that is the Caledonian
Canal. Ancient castles perched on the water’s edge, heather-clad hillsides and arguably the finest inland
cruising in the world offer our clients unforgettable experiences on a handpicked barge cruise. Scotland’s
legends of the past, the taste of single malt and the mythical inhabitant of Loch Ness all contribute to a magical
charm only experienced in the dramatic Highlands.
Scottish Highlander has the atmosphere of a Scottish country house with subtle use of tartan furnishings and
landscape paintings. At 117 feet long, she is spacious and has every comfort for cruises in Scotland in all
weathers. Let the marvels of this stunning land unravel before your eyes from the hull of this superb vessel.
Cuisine is traditional Scottish fare – salmon, game and seafood, prepared by your own Master Chef, and the
hotel barge’s experienced crew of four will take care of your every need. A cruise aboard Scottish Highlander
along the Great Glen through some of Scotland’s finest scenery will be unforgettable. According to guests who
have experienced a barge cruise, Scotland is one of the top regions to see from the water.

The 8 passenger Scottish Highlander has been designed specifically for our Highland cruise with plenty of
interior viewing space to protect you from the elements including a cosy observation area in the wheelhouse.
Aboard a luxury barge cruise, Scotland’s lochs and Caledonian Canal are accessible whatever the weather.
Special offer: Book by 5th January 2018 and save 10% per cabin or 10% off the whole boat charter price for
April departures on Scottish Highlander – save up to $650 per person twin-share.
MUSIC LOVERS REJOICE – ITALIAN OPERA CRUISE
Italy is the birthplace of opera, and there is no better place to celebrate this passionate marriage of music and
drama. Our Italian Opera Cruise, departing 25th August 2018, combines the magical atmosphere of the Arena
di Verona, the jewel in the crown of Italy’s opera houses, with a luxury hotel barge cruise from Venice to
Mantua. Start your cruising holiday with a once-in-a-lifetime performance of Bizet’s ‘Carmen’ from premier
seats in the Arena – a Roman amphitheatre. Then, tour historical theatres and opera houses, including
Venice’s Gran Teatro La Fenice and the Baroque Teatro Bibiena in Mantua, where the 13-year-old Mozart was
the first performer. Not just for music-lovers, though – this cruise through Venetian canals and on the tranquil
waters of the River Po is complemented by gourmet food, prestigious wines, and top-notch service. Call us for
details on (03) 57 501441.
BARGES AT A GLANCE
Dreaming about a luxury hotel barge holiday, and can’t decide which barge would be best for you? Take a
glance at the Barges at a Glance Guide. Barges have been categorised into Ultra Deluxe, Deluxe or First
Class, which refers primarily to cabins. The service, gourmet meals, wines, escorted excursions and other
amenities on-board are the same standard across all barges.
Ultra-deluxe: Very spacious cabins or suites – comparable to luxury hotels
Deluxe:
Comfortable slightly smaller cabins
First class:
Compact, cosy cabins
HUGE SAVINGS ON 2018 TRAVEL: Book before 5th January 2018 to take advantage of these offers:
Barge

Region

L’Art de Vivre
10% off per cabin or per charter

Burgundy

L’Impressionniste
10% off per cabin or per charter

Burgundy

Finesse
10% off per cabin or per charter

Burgundy

La Belle Epoque
10% off per cabin or per charter

Burgundy

Anjodi
10% off per cabin or per charter

Canal du Midi

Enchanté
10% off per cabin or per charter

Canal du Midi

Renaissance
10% off per cabin or per charter

Loire Valley

Rosa
10% off per cabin or per charter

Gascony

Panache
10% off per cabin or per charter

Holland, Belgium & France

La Bella Vita
10% off per cabin or per charter

Venice / Po Valley

Select offer dates in 2018
8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th April
5th, 12th, 19th, 26th August
8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th April
1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th April,
5th, 12th 19th, 26th August
1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th April,
5th, 12th 19th, 26th August
1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th April,
5th, 12th 19th, 26th August
1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th April,
5th, 12th 19th, 26th August
8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th April
15th, 22nd, 29th April, 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th May
25th March, all April departures,
6th, 13th, 20th, 27th May
All April, July and August departures

Scottish Highlander
10% off per cabin or per charter

Caledonian Canal
8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th April

2019 Cruising Now Available: Cruising in 2019? Our 2019 cruises are now open for booking. For all
destinations (except Ireland) 2019 cruises can be booked now at 2018 rates.
For more details see our brochure at http://bit.ly/2ijcEcN
For 2018 cruise dates and prices please click on http://bit.ly/2xsRovr

Approximate cabin size is listed on the guide, along with maximum guest and crew numbers, and barge
amenities. It also provides a snapshot of which areas are best for cycling opportunities, and which barges offer
themed cruises such as golf, wine appreciation, opera, whisky, World War I or Downton Abbey cruises.

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details or reservations

NEW ZEALAND – SAVE ON SOUTH ISLAND WALKING
Looking for a last-minute New Zealand getaway in the New Year? Book now and save up to NZD$100* per
person on the 4-day / 3-night Guided Akaroa Walk departing 18th February 2018. The Akaroa Walk takes you
along the ridges and through the diverse landscapes and ecosystems of the Banks Peninsula, near
Christchurch. Travel in a small group of like-minded walkers with an experienced guide, from one side of the
peninsula to the other. Walk through farmland, conservation areas and native totara forest, gaining expansive
views of the Akaroa harbour, Lake Ellesmere, the Pacific Ocean and the Southern Alps. Stay in quality bed &
breakfast or boutique lodge accommodation, with all meals and luggage transfers included – you carry only a
day pack with your immediate needs. Transfers from and back to central Christchurch are also included.
New Zealand was recently voted the Best Country in the world by the readers of The Telegraph of London,
for its excellent food and wine, its outstanding natural beauty and walking opportunities, its Maori culture,
adrenaline-inducing activities, mild climate and lack of snakes (Perhaps that’s why Australia finished 6th on the
list?). Don’t miss your opportunity for walking through the outstanding scenery of the Banks Peninsula, with no
chance of encountering a snake along the way!
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see http://bit.ly/2zjMqjQ
* Conditions apply, new bookings only, offer may be withdrawn at any time, availability strictly limited.

WALKING IN THE KIMBERLEY & NORTH WEST AUSTRALIA
13-day / 12-night small group 4WD and guided walking holiday
Prices from $7995 per person twin-share – LAST PLACES available on departures 6th May, 3rd July, and 23rd
August 2018.

Designed for experienced walkers, this tour through Western Australia’s Kimberley region features remote and
challenging walks to discover the area’s highlights and hidden secrets. Explore the Purnululu (Bungle Bungle)
National Park on walks through the multi-coloured beehive-shaped hills, along dry riverbeds, into gorges and
chasms, and up onto the escarpment. Gain a unique insight into one of the world’s oldest known surviving
indigenous cultures. Stay at the region’s best stations, resorts and wilderness lodges, including El Questro
Wilderness Park, where walks lead to spring-fed creeks, swimming holes and waterfalls. This is a stunning,
once-in-a-lifetime journey through Australia’s last frontier.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see the full program: http://bit.ly/2ygJBw6

TRAVEL NEWS
Matera Named European Capital of Culture 2019, one of Lonely Planet’s Top Ten Cities to Visit in 2018:
Matera, in Basilicata in southern Italy, is steeped in history. This is where you will find the Sassi district, an
ancient area of cave dwellings and rock churches built on and dug out from the walls of Gravina Gorge, which
drops away dramatically beneath it. The cave dwellings of the Sassi are the most extensive example of their
kind in the Mediterranean and date back over 7000 years. It is a unique and atmospheric network of caves,
churches, laneways, staircases, and terraces. In modern times the caves of the Sassi district have been
modernised and restored; you can now stay in a cave hotel or eat in a cave restaurant, and private homes too
have been lovingly restored to enhance their original features.
For more information on our self-guided cycling holiday in Apulia and Basilicata, which starts and ends in
Matera, see http://bit.ly/2AJYWbq
For more information on our guided walking holiday based in Apulia, which visits Matera and other areas of
Basilicata, see http://bit.ly/2BIYvkQ
2018 ANZAC Day Commemorations in France & Belgium:
25th April 2018 marks the centenary of the Battle of Villers-Bretonneux, which took place exactly three years to
the day after Gallipoli. The intense battle was part of the effort to stop the German spring offensive and
effectively ended it. Attendance at the 2018 ANZAC Day dawn service at the Australian National Memorial in
Villers-Bretonneux requires advance registration for attendance passes, and numbers will be capped.
Commemorations will also take place elsewhere, including services in French in Villers-Bretonneux town
centre and at the Commonwealth and French monuments in Bullecourt village, and an Australian service at
the Digger Memorial on the outskirts of Bullecourt. In Flanders, Belgium, a dawn service will take place at
Polygon Wood, Zonnebeke, where many Australian and New Zealand soldiers were laid to rest. Wreath-laying
and memorial services will be held at Tyne Cot cemetery in Zonnebeke, at the Menin Gate and Belgian War
Memorial in Ypres, and at the New Zealand Memorial in Messines. And every night at 8pm the Last Post is
played in a moving ceremony at the Menin Gate.
For more information on our Paris to Bruges or return Bike & Barge holidays, which visit Flanders and the
Somme WWI battlefields, see http://bit.ly/2C8WOtg, http://bit.ly/2oFkXpv and http://bit.ly/2AWggtl

Vietnam Visa Process Made Easier:
Travelling to Vietnam will now be easier, after Vietnam announced it will be expanding its e-visa scheme in
2018. Australian passport holders (along with citizens of 40 other countries including New Zealand and the

UK) will now be able to apply and pay applicable fees online for a 30-day, single-entry tourist visa. Approval in
most cases will take three business days. Do beware fake Vietnam e-visa websites – use the government of
Vietnam’s online information portal to access official visa information. For more information about entry and
exit requirements for Australian citizens, see www.smartraveller.gov.au.
For details on our Vietnam Bike & Boat holidays, see http://bit.ly/2vGh5Ga

WHAT YOU SAID ABOUT US
Cooking in Provence: We had a great time, the cooking was amazing and the accommodation really good,
would have no hesitation in recommending this course to anyone looking for a cooking experience in
Provence. Graham
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2iaiYEf
Cinque Terre & Danube Bike & Barge: We are back from our 8 week trip overseas (been back for about 10
days now), and we just wanted to thank you for all the work you did on our trip. As you know, it was the first
trip overseas we had done together, and we were quite nervous about venturing out, but we needn’t have
worried.
The accommodation you chose for us was always of a very good standard. We particularly enjoyed “The
Eden” hotel in Krakow, where the staff were extremely helpful and the hotel was beautiful.
The Cinque Terra tour was excellent, a highlight of our trip. The Tuscany tour was on a bus of 50 people,
which we would have preferred a smaller group, however, it was still a good day.
The bike trip was exceptionally good. Very professional, and extremely well organised! We would be very
interested in doing another bike trip with them in another part of Europe, maybe in 2019.
The rental car for when there were five of us was particularly good, and we were glad we had a GPS. On
picking up the smaller car, we upgraded to a GPS, which we found essential, when touring around England.
All the airflights worked out well, and there were no changes.
Thank you, once again. We wouldn’t hesitate in using Outdoor Travel again for our next trip. Meredith and
Julian
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2zMj3FC

Cinque

See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2hukr7p

Danube B&B

Terre

Provence – Colours & Scents of Luberon Self-guided cycling: Greatly enjoyed the trip despite the
unexpected higher temperatures, it was in the high 30s the last week. Lia
Norway – Norway in a nutshell: We both absolutely adored our Norway holiday.
Self-guided 4 day tour from Oslo to Bergen went without a hitch. Our Hurtigruten 11 day cruise was very
enjoyable - there were so many moments of jaw dropping scenery throughout Norway and along the
Norwegian coastline. Accommodation provided in Voss was excellent, we had a lovely lakeside room and
there was a lovely walk around the lake.
The trains were clean, prompt and getting from A to B was very straightforward. NSB rail staff at the railway
stations were at hand at ticketing machines to advise passengers on what type of tickets to purchase for their
rail journeys.
We were very impressed by our inside polar cabin on the "Spitzbergen"- it was clean, spacious. The staff were
very friendly. We would highly recommend this mode of travel for people who enjoy cruising on smaller ships without the larger volume of passengers/don't need to be entertained with movies/nightly shows/pools
etc. The excursions provided by Hurtigruten on the whole were good. Ann & Bill
Walking the Kerry Way in Ireland & Walking in Slovenia
As usual all the travel arrangements worked faultlessly and there were no problems to report. After Dublin and
our car tour of SE Ireland we enjoyed our walk on the Kerry Way. Copious mud and an Atlantic gale added
some challenges but the walk was good and pretty much what we expected. Our decision not to include the
first two days and the last day were validated by other walkers. The walking holiday in Bled was quite different
from our usual unguided point to point walks. The other walkers were with few exceptions Brits who had taken

many holidays with the company. It was very social and we went to several highlights of the area. And it was a
welcome change not to have to pack and unpack each day. Alan
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2mumspr

Kerry Way

See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2zNf1fX

Slovenia

Camino de Santiago walking – Conques to Cahors: Thanks for your message. We had a very good time
and the walk from Conques to Cahors went well. We had a few rainy days but managed to survive them.
Thanks for all your help these last few years (6, I think) and who knows maybe we will do another leg in a few
years. Bev
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2jweqLT

Bike & Barge from Amsterdam to Bruges: The hotel at Bruges was great and so close to the city centre.
On the Sunday before I left for the barge I walked around to the Sunday market. I just drooled when I saw all
that beautiful cheese!
On the first afternoon, as you probably know, we go on a short ride just to get used to the bikes and each
other. Well, half way along it started to rain and then the rain was so heavy we had to stop under shelter. From
then on we had great weather, always fresh in the mornings but then lovely sunny days.
Albert our guide was great, also the skipper, chef and first mate who were all very capable a lot of fun. Trish
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2rL1SDE
Bike & Barge from Amsterdam to Bruges: Angela and I have just returned from the most amazing holiday!
We sailed from Amsterdam on Magnifique2 and have nothing but praise for the trip, the boat, the staff on the
boat-in fact everything!

If we could have stayed on the Magnifique 2 forever that would have been the ultimate. The bike and barge
tours now have our preference over River Cruising as they are much more intimate but with the same levels of
service. John and Angela
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2rL1SDE
Bike & Barge from Bruges to Amsterdam: A few comments on our recent barge bike holiday The
Magnifique was great, everything well organised, all went well. Claire
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2rL1SDE
Bike & Barge from Bruges to Amsterdam: We enjoyed our Bike/Barge trip from Bruges to Amsterdam
immensely. The "Magnifique" was a lovely spacious barge with well-equipped rooms and friendly, helpful staff.
The food was plentiful and tasty and preparing a packed lunch each day worked well, saving us a lot of
money. The cities and towns we visited were great and the countryside, especially in The Netherlands was a
delight to cycle through.
We especially enjoyed Bruges, Dendermonde, Dordrecht, Kinderdijk and its windmills, and riding along the
lovely canals bedecked with summer flowers.
Anyway, thanks for your efficient organisation of our trip. We will be happy to book with you again. – Caroline
& Cedric
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2rL1SDE
Bike & Barge Provence, France: The itinerary was great, loved every day of it. The bikes were good. Tom
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2ALkuDk

Shropshire Hills & Welsh Border guided walking: I had a very enjoyable time on the Shropshire Hills
Discovery Tour at the end of June. The Longmynd, at Church Stretton, is a lovely place to stay and I’m glad I
booked a premium room - had great views looking over the town and nearby hills.
Dinners in the evening are top rate and the “Taste of Shropshire” on the Tuesday evening was totally
delicious. Breakfasts and packed lunch options were also of a high standard.
Each day we visited a different area of Shropshire, and one day went into Wales. The leader, Liz, was
excellent and knowledgeable. In each place there was time to explore on our own, after an initial introduction
by Liz. This was the first Discovery Tour I have done and it lived up to my expectations.
Thank-you for arranging this part of my holiday and when I next plan to do a holiday in UK or Europe I won’t
hesitate to contact you again. Margaret
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2ipcqBL
Germany, Austria, Switzerland – Lake Constance Cycling: Thank you we had a great trip. The bikes were
fine and we had no trouble with them. Highlights of the ride where some great towns especially Stein am
Rhein, Bregenz and around Constance. Derek
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2hvDnCY

Poland – walking in the Tatra Mountains: Back safely, very refreshed and ready to launch again with a new
lease on life - boy, doesn't a good hol do you good. All went extremely well, no probs with connections thanks
in part to a great new terminal in Frankfurt. Only 14 walkers in the Tatras - 2 USA, 2 Canadians, 2 other Oz
and myself and the rest from UK - good group, all mixing well. Our UK leader Hugh Evens was a nice relaxed
person and good guide but the star and anchor was the local mountaineer guide, "Maciej", born in Zakopane
and hired for the season to assist. As per usual I thought walks excellently planned and most enjoyable
although surprisingly some moaned at ascents on sometimes rocky paths but as Maciej says "God made the
mountains up and down" so people should reflect on that before booking. Joan
PS Berlin excellent and the Adina apartment tops.
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2z9rIEM
Bike & Barge in Italy – Venice, Lagoon and River Po: Yes, food was 5 Star; tour leaders were very well
organised; cabins comfortable etc. Jan
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2j78pkO
Cycling the Camino de Santiago & guided walking in Spain: Camino was fantastic, all inclusive, great
guide & guests. The cycling was quite difficult. Second trip was also fantastic. It was a great walk. Moors and
Christian festival week was amazing. Anne-Marie & Josee
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2yYHMVU Leon to Santiago cycling
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2mHhd5V Valencia Hinterland - centre-based Guided walking

Switzerland – walking the Val d’Anniviers: Valais, Wine & the Matterhorn: The hiking one through
Switzerland was an absolutely amazing experience. Each day was different and we had some really good
hotels waiting for us on the other side. Particularly the one in St Luc, Hotel la Beausite. Not only was it a great
spot but the staff were exceptional and gave us the best service of our trip. One lady was even worried about
us going up the ski lift the next day because of the weather.
The other were also great accept for Hotel Victoria in Vercorin - I'll come back to that one and you will laugh.
All the trains were great and we had no issues with flights or delays. I definitely think that train is the way to go.
So easy and a lot more relaxing even it can take a little longer.
Switzerland of course was incredible with its mountain ranges and scenery. We even got snowed on at one
point which I was hoping for.
The bad – Not much really. Except for one night on the hike tour. So we get to Hotel Victoria in Vercorin for
our last night. As we arrive the Hotel is closed and there was no one about. After about half an hour Antheea
notices a sign that say 'to check in please call this number'. So she calls and is advised that the Hotel is closed
on Monday and Tuesday. We are given a door code and advised where to go for dinner and that the owner will
be back in the morning. So let that one sink in.... We are staying in a Hotel that’s closed and they are cool with
us having access!! Umm ok.... So we go upstairs and to our room and its nice enough. I open the drawer next
to the bed and find a banana, not a book but a banana... We lost it and thought it was hilarious!! Adam &
Antheea
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2vo7B3o
Walking in Glen Coe, Scotland: The 3 day walkers trip you booked for me at Glen Coe was terrific. It’s a
great organisation, with really experienced leaders, great accommodation and excellent food.

We did have one day where the weather turned bad, and the moderate and hard groups had to turn back, but I
loved the hike anyway and it was exciting to be out in such conditions, knowing that we were safe anyway. I
opted for the easy walks the other 2 days, which was a bit of a stroll for me but nice anyway. Rosemary
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2oHjVcH
Romania Transylvania Carpathian Mountains self-guided walk: My friend and myself recently completed a
7 day walk in Romania organised by you which was a fantastic walk. June & Diane
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2jsV06L

Wainwright’s Coast to Coast walk in England: ‘Coast to Coast’ 14 days is tough. Rain, mud, wind, cold.
Walkers intending to walk this walk must be 100% prepared. Right boots + socks and raincoats etc. Fitness
100% too. Meals and accommodation great. Guide – very competent. I am in Blakey now and the longest
26.5kms section is from Grosmont to Robin Hoods Bay. Michael
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2AgMGze
Berlin City Break: The Berlin City break was excellent I would strongly recommend it. A lot of walking and a
lot of culture and history to absorb in this wonderful vibrant city. Hotel very good in central city location. Mitzi
Camino de Santiago walk from Sarria to Santiago: Just to let you know that we are back in Australia after
our wonderful walk on the Camino from Sarria to Santiago.
It was such a great experience, with lovely weather, just a little misty with a short drizzle one day only, some
inclines that really got the heart rate up, beautiful scenery, lovely old churches and buildings in the quaint
towns, many different animals, and last but not least met some wonderful people that we spoke with along the
way and joined them for a meal or drink. The accommodation and meals were of a high standard.
So thank you again for organising such a memorable holiday for us. Janet and Phil
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2Adxkus
Walk Hike Bike Ireland – Dingle Ancient Pathways: Six days of hiking on the 'Wild Atlantic Coast' of Ireland
was an unforgettable experience. A traveller's worst nightmare is having an accident whilst away from home.
This time it happened and I was totally blown away by the care taken by the company who could not have
done enough for me. Wendy
See our holiday itinerary: http://bit.ly/2oFeT0d

PLEASE STAY IN TOUCH
Remember you can call us at Outdoor Travel directly on (03) 57 551 743 or toll free across Australia on 1800
331 582 for more details on any of our holidays or to make a reservation. Alternatively why not come and visit
us in beautiful Bright in NE Victoria? Remember to call us to make an appointment to talk with one of our
knowledgeable staff members about your holiday plans.
On our Facebook Page you can see our latest offers and recent adventures. Leave a comment or ask us a
question about our many active holidays - find us here: http://on.fb.me/1F0ZZ3N

From left, back row: Janine, Caitlin, Sue, Kristen, Yvette & front row: Lucie & Martyn

If you would like help with flights, travel insurance, accommodation and any other travel arrangements, please
call Yvette, Lucie or Kristen at our Fares Desk on (03) 57 501 044 or email fares@outdoortravel.com.au
Contact Outdoor Travel directly for more details and reservations





Call Toll free 1800 331 582 or (03) 57 551 743 or Fax (03) 57 501 020
Email: info@outdoortravel.com.au
Web: www.outdoortravel.com.au
Mail: Outdoor Travel Pty Ltd, PO Box 286, Bright, VIC 3741, Australia

