BURGUNDY – EASY WALKING & HOTEL BARGE CRUISING
7-days / 6-nights from Clamecy to Auxerre – includes free transfers from and to central Paris

Departs:

Sunday 31st May 2020

Cost:

$7195 per person (there are two single use cabins available with no extra cabin supplement)

A cruising and walking journey through history filled with the charm of times past. We cruise the River Yonne
past nearby Chablis, Avalon, Vézelay and Clamecy in the heart of Burgundy. Interwoven with sections of the
Nivernais canal, we cruise through 35 locks, past a succession of pretty stone-built villages along a waterway
once used for floating timber and wine barrels downstream to Paris.
Our journey combines cruising with a carefully planned program of guided walks. Starting with a bus transfer
from our meeting point in central Paris we join our hotel barge in Clamecy. The barge accommodates up to 12
guests in eight air-conditioned, double, twin or single cabins. Each cabin has its own private bathroom.
The daily guided walks follow the many paths and lanes that run between the River Yonne, Nivernais canal
and the smaller River Cure. They take us to the timeless villages of the old Burgundy. This is easy walking
taking you through woods, fields, vineyards and villages and over river bridges into cafés and on to drinks by
the riverside. We offer morning or afternoon walks which will allow you to cruise and do the excursions too.
In addition to the walking there are daily guided excursions by air-conditioned bus – to medieval towns,
chateaux and the glorious vineyards of Chablis – blending culture and shopping opportunities along the way.
Alongside the canal the old towpaths, free of passing traffic, are perfect for a stroll beside the barge as she
makes her way between the locks. Bicycles are also provided for passengers to use and are popular early in
the morning or before dinner.
Meals on board the barge are treasured times, be it a summer luncheon or candlelit dinner. Our chef is
innovative and imaginative, creating French cuisine with a contemporary twist using fresh local ingredients.
Breakfast offers freshly baked croissants, pastries and bread. Lunch is a feast of salads and savoury dishes,
followed by a selection of fresh fruit and cheeses. The four-course evening meal is the gastronomic highlight of
each day, to be concluded, on the starlit nights for which Burgundy is noted, with coffee and liqueurs on deck.
There is an ‘open bar’ available at all times and the sun deck or the air-conditioned saloon with its large picture
windows is the perfect place to enjoy the scenery of rural Burgundy.
We take you on a wine tour of the country, choosing wines to complement our menus, from established
vignerons and recommended by experienced wine merchants. Onboard the barge we serve wines from
different grape varieties each reflecting the ‘terroir’ and the great diversity of the vineyards of France.
Burgundy is well represented in our wine list, along with vintages from the Loire Valley, Cote d’Or, Bordeaux,
Alsace and the Rhone Valley.

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details or reservations

Suggested itinerary:
Day 1

Sunday

We meet at the Hotel Mansart in central Paris at 2.15pm and transfer by coach to the hotel barge moored at
Clamecy or you can meet us at the mooring point. Champagne cocktail drinks are served on arrival and in the
evening a talk on board about how the walking, cruising and barging works. Dinner is served on board.
Day 2

Monday

Walking distance @ 7km

We begin with a cruise to Lucy-sur-Yonne, with time to find your walking feet, strolling beside the barge. We
drive to Vézelay in the afternoon, for a tour of the UNESCO, hilltop basilica, before walking down Eternal Hill to
Saint-Père, a Burgundian village with an interesting 13th Century Gothic church, covered in strange gargoyles
of grimacing heads. We head to Foissy-lès-Vézelay, climbing gently for views looking back to the basilica.
Here ancient oak trunks hollowed out by the Romans and used for baths at this natural salt spring. The final
part of the walk is through Vézelay vineyards before we are met by the bus for a ride back to the barge
moored in Lucy-sur-Yonne. Non-walkers can take extra time to explore the town and many varied shops.
Day 3

Tuesday

Walking distance @ 7km

Early cruise towards Mailly-le-Château. The morning walk is away from the canal to Châtel Censoir and we
stop at the classic French village café in the town square, joining the locals for a coffee, chocolat chaud or a
Cognac. We cross the canal and River Yonne walking to the medieval village of Merry-sur-Yonne with views of
Châtel Censoir’s hilltop church before joining the barge for gourmet buffet lunch. Afternoon visit to the
Château of Bazoches, once home of the Marquis of Vauban, France’s great military engineer.
Day 4

Wednesday

Walking distance @ 8km

We rise early for a walk through beech forests full of bird song, to a vantage point on limestone cliffs, with
lovely views of the Nivernais Canal and river valley. Continuing along narrow forest paths to an isolated
farmhouse - with a yard full of turkeys, guinea fowl and chickens. The walk then takes us across a plateau of
fields to the Rochers du Saussois, allowing for extensive views west, over Merry-sur-Yonne and into the
distance. We then meet the bus to return to the Barge.
We travel to Noyers-Sur-Serein for the morning weekly village market. Market stalls, boutique shops and
classic cafes are hidden in the narrow medieval streets, Noyers is officially one of France’s prettiest villages
and we dine in a restaurant here for lunch. We return to the barge and cruise to our overnight mooring in the
sleepy town of Accolay. A further walk for the keen is offered in the late afternoon from the Rochers du
Saussois with their panoramic views, south towards our mooring.
Day 5

Thursday

Walking distance @ 6km

From Accolay we walk along the River Cure - a pretty tributary of the Yonne. Crossing fields and through
woods to a swimming spot beneath the 1790’s bridge in the village Bessy-sur-Cure. A short walk leads to
Arcy-sur-Cure, in time for drinks. The minibus will take us for lunch on the barge and we cruise to Vincelles. In
the afternoon we visit the wine cellar of Brocard in Chablis, for wine tasting of pure Chardonnay wine.
Day 6

Friday

Walking @ 7km

Today we cross the canal and walk towards the vineyards with views of Vincelles and Vincelotte. We arrive at
Irancy, a wine making village, nestled amongst the Pinot Noir and César vineyards. A gentle climb through the
vines to a spectacular panorama of the village and of Saint-Bris-le-Vineux takes us back to the barge for lunch
and a cruise into the city of Auxerre. In the afternoon we explore the old Roman city, the Cathedral of Saint
Etienne and Abbey of Saint Germain before a Captain’s Dinner hosted by the barge Captain, Francisco.
Day 7

Saturday

After breakfast, we depart at 9.30am by mini-bus for central Paris (Place Vendôme), arriving by 1.00pm.
This itinerary may be modified at the discretion of the captain or walking tour guide should it be necessary due
to any circumstances such as canal or river closures, navigation changes, track conditions or weather.
Contact Outdoor Travel for more itinerary details and reservations





Call Toll free 1800 331 582 or (03) 57551743 or Fax (03) 57501020
Email: info@outdoortravel.com.au
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